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and
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Wednesday, July 13, 2011
I. Welcome – Marc Longo, President 

II. Presentation of Awards

A. Scholarships

        Ruby Rogers – New Jersey Institute of Technology

Ruby Rogers is an environmental science major at NJIT. She is looking to pursue a master’s degree in industrial health. She has worked with the Department of Health and Safety at NJIT since March 2010. At school she is also a resident assistant and involved in a sorority.  Ruby was the CHESS scholarship recipient from last year.

        Juvana McPherson – New Jersey Institute of Technology

Javana McPherson is a graduate student at NJIT majoring in Occupational Safety & Health Engineering (OSHE).  She has a BS in Applied/Public Health and interned at federal OSHA, Hasbrouck Heights office.  Through this internship opportunity and working in the Department of Health & Safety at NJIT she has received the practical knowledge of the great importance of safety in all aspects of life.  
 
B. Campus Career Achievement Award

Richard Wadleigh, Rowan University

C. 2011 CHESS Knighthood Distinguished Achievement Award

Daniel Wills, Community College of Morris
(nominated by Lora Lekos)
Dan supervises a large number of employees that comprise the Custodial and Grounds staff at CCM. Recently he has also been supervising the Systems and Maintenance crew as well. He always puts safety first, making sure employees have and utilize the proper personal protective equipment and that safety procedures are followed. Every email he sends about an activity to be undertaken includes a reminder about the safety measures to be taken. When I pass by his office and overhear conversations, it is always about safety. He always provides PPE without being prompted. He keeps a large supply of hearing protection right on his office wall for the employees to easily access. He is savvy enough to purchase attractive models of PPE, like cool-looking protective sunglasses, that will entice the outside Grounds staff to use them to protect their vision. 

Last week he coordinated a hands-on training program on confined space to bring a new capability to the campus that was previously delegated out.  He practices what he preaches. He would never ask anyone to do something that he would not do. For the confined space training, he volunteered to be the person attached to the tripod. Actually practicing a rescue gave the staff greater safety skills and confidence.

A CHESS award for Distinguished Achievement is deserved because Dan always goes above and beyond when it comes to safety on the job at County College of Morris.

D. 2011 Awards for Commendation

Adam Varava,– Kean University  (nominated by Dave Fernandez)
Adam is a field engineer and serves as the project manager for construction projects on campus. Adam always makes safety a priority on his projects.  Contractors know that when they arrive on campus they will follow safety procedures or they will be asked to leave the site.  During his tenure at Kean, Adam has overseen over 50 million dollars worth of construction without any major loss time incidents.   Adam is a valuable partner with the EHS office because he is an extension of the EHS office in the field every day.  His leadership and professionalism in the area of safety make him a tremendous asset to the University.
Theresa Gould, Community College of Morris (nominated by Lora Lekos)
Through most of her professional career, Theresa has normally worked as an Administrative Assistant. She did this at County College of Morris in the Office of Academic Affairs and for the Purchasing Department and then she got hired full time in Public Safety as the Senior Security Coordinator. Suddenly she is wearing the uniform of a Public Safety Officer and learning all of their responsibilities besides what she was used to. She is out in the patrol vehicles escorting contractor’s trucks, jump starting cars, giving out tickets, running out to accidents and emergencies, sitting in as the dispatcher, in addition to secretarial responsibilities. We developed a great working relationship and as she helped me administratively with safety, she began doing more out in the field with me. When the air conditioning system was being replaced, she would assist me with indoor air quality monitoring by taking and reporting classroom temperatures. Whenever I had some safety related investigation to make, she would escort me there and take an interest in the assignment and always offer to help and learn. She blames me for her safety compulsion outside of the job, not limited to checking the tags on the fire extinguishers wherever she goes. So, Theresa has been a blessing to our department. And the one day that really stands out in my mind was the day the fire alarm went off in our new administrative building. There are only three women in our Department and that day we all had the same shift. The three of us drove over to the building where people were evacuating. Theresa grabbed the fire extinguisher from the back of the patrol car and the three of us ran into the building to make sure everyone got out safely and to see if we could determine the problem while we waited for the Fire Department to arrive. I was overwhelmed by her confidence and bravery, considering that this is not something that I expected from my administrative assistant. The college does not expect anyone to fight a fire. We have extinguishers there that they can take and use as they leave, but I was amazed at her going into the building carrying one to use by herself.

I am happy that CHESS is recognizing Theresa’s contributions to safety and heroism with this 2011 Knighthood Award today. 

       Installation of New Officers
President David Fernandez, Stevens Institute 

President Elect Mark Ostapczuk, Drew University and The  College of St. Elizabeth’s 

Treasurer Norm Van Houten, New Jersey Institute of Technology

III. Recognition of Past President  
Marc Longo, Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey 
